Maryland State Department of Education

Division of Rehabilitation Services

SUBSTANCE USE INFORMATION SHEET

The Division of Rehabilitation Services (DORS), a state agency within the Maryland State Department of Education, administers programs authorized by the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

· DORS helps people with disabilities prepare for, find and keep suitable employment.

· Some people with disabilities also have a history of substance abuse.
Substance abuse is a concern for employers and is often a barrier to employment. Substance abuse is considered to be the use of substances without a medical justification.  Substances include alcohol, illegal drugs, and misuse of legal drugs. If you have a disability and if there is a concern that substance use is interfering with DORS services, your DORS counselor may refer you for an evaluation or assessment and provide information to support you in maintaining a productive lifestyle while in recovery. 
Recovery is a process by which a person learns new meaning in life beyond the illnesses of substance abuse and mental illness.  When individuals are “in recovery” it is implied that they are abstinent from substances, and also that they are functioning, despite symptoms of mental illness and/or addiction, in meaningful life activities, which may include employment.

Expectation for DORS consumers: 
· Refrain from using illegal substances and alcohol prior to DORS appointments.
· Maintain abstinence and/or recovery from substance-related addictions. 

· Participate in treatment if struggling to maintain abstinence and/or recovery from substance-related addictions while receiving DORS services.

· Bring available documentation of treatment and/or readiness for employment when you meet with your DORS counselor.

Treatment: Participation in treatment may be required when recommended by a screening or assessment or when symptoms continue to interfere with DORS services, as documented in the DORS case record. If required, you will be asked to provide evidence of ongoing compliance with treatment to your DORS counselor so he or she can continue to support you. 
Applicant/Eligible Individual Signature/Date:

* Medicinal Cannabis:  Patients qualified to use cannabis for medical purposes will have been issued a Patient Identification Card (ID card) by the Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission (MMCC). These individuals cannot be subject to arrest, prosecution, or any civil or administrative penalty, and cannot be denied any right or privilege, due to the medicinal use of cannabis per MD Code, Health - General, § 13-3313, and shall not be required to demonstrate to DORS that they are abstinent from or in recovery from medical marijuana use or to participate in treatment. However, these individuals should be prepared to provide verification (e.g. show a MMCC Patient ID Card to DORS/WTC staff or a doctor’s note), if requested, when citing “medicinal use” as the reason for positive drug screenings.
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See your DORS counselor to obtain this information sheet in large print, in Braille, on disk or in other format.

