Fact Sheet

DORS Pathways Program

Educational Support Services for

Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders
* * * * * * * *
A collaboration between the Maryland State Department of Education, Division of Rehabilitation Services (DORS) and Disability Support Services at Maryland Community Colleges  

Program Overview 
The Pathways Program is an educational support program for post-secondary students who have an Autism Spectrum Disorder and an approved Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE) with the Division of Rehabilitation Services.  Students participating in this program are enrolled in classes offered at one of the campuses providing Pathways Program support services.  Intensive support services and individual interventions are provided on campus through one-on-one and small group sessions.  An interdisciplinary approach facilitates communication with students, families, DORS Counselors, Disability Support Services staff, and faculty at the post-secondary institution.  
The Pathways Program includes:

· Career guidance and counseling including career exploration activities to assist students in achieving their identified vocational goal
· Job Search Skills including Applications, Resume Writing, and Interview Skills
· Assessment Services (Career Assessment, Assistive Technology (AT) Assessment and College Assessment), as needed.
Program Goals

Students participating in the Pathways Program will demonstrate enhanced:

· Awareness of their disability and development of specific coping strategies
· Organizational skills to identify and meet course requirements 

· Self-advocacy skills

· Interpersonal relationships

· Communication skills

· Time management and test taking skills

Criteria for Participation
To participate in the Pathways Program individuals must:

· Have a documented diagnosis of an Autism Spectrum Disorder 

· Be eligible for DORS services 

· Have a DORS Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE) that supports college as part of a vocational plan 

· Register with the Disability Support Services program at the college where they are enrolled
Follow-up
Pathways students moving to four-year institutions to complete a bachelor’s degree may be provided informal, off-campus, supports by Pathways staff.

For more information contact:

Mr. Lee P. Armstrong, MA

Pathways Program Coordinator

Staff Specialist – Autism Services
Division of Rehabilitation Services (DORS)

Workforce & Technology Center

410.554.9173 phone | 410.554.9222 fax

lee.armstrong@maryland.gov
There may be a waiting list for DORS services depending on funding and staff capacity.
Call 410-554-9442 to obtain this Fact Sheet in an alternate format.
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